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SUBJECT: POLITICAL MANIPULATION OP PRESS 

REF: LIMA 5300 

1. AS JULY 27 DATE POR PRESS TRANSPER TO SOCIAL SECTORS NEARS, 
CONTEST POR POLITICAL CONTROL OP PRESS AND THE JOURNALISTS 
UNION BECOMES INCREASINGLY EMBITTERED. 

2. GOP HAS RESOLVED ONE MAJOR ISSUE BEPOREHAND BY PROCLAIMING 
THAT THE COUNCIL OP MINISTERS WILL DESIGNATE NEW EDITORS 

POR ADDITIONAL ONE YEAR PERIOD. DECREE LAW DISMISSING 
POREIGNERS PROM GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED MEDIAL AND LIFTING JOB 
SECRUITY FOR REST OP PRESS POR THOSE HIRED LAST YEAR (IN ORDER 
TO ELIMINATE "INPILTRATORS ") HAS INCREASED ANXIETY AMONG 
JOURNALISTS. 

3. IN THE MIDST OP RECENT PRESS TRANSFER TURMOIL, PRESIDENTIAL 
PRESS SECRETARY AGUSTO ZIMMERMANN HAS BECOME INCREASINGLY 
EMBROILED IN A CONTROVERSY SURROUNDING HIS EFPORTS TO 
COORDINATE UNIPICATION OP JOURNALISTS ACCOCIATION BEPORE 
THE PRESS TRANSPER DATE. ZIMMERMANN, WHO HAD BEEN REQUESTED 
LAST YEAR BY PRESIDENT VELASCO TO UNITY JOURNALISTS, HAS IN PAST 
SEVERAL MONTHS CARRIED ON PERSONAL DUEL WITH ULTIMA HORA 
DIRECTOR ISMAEL PRIAS, WHO ALTHOUGH TROTSKYITE IN BACKGROUND 
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PRO-APRA ELEMENT IN THE PRESS. MORE RECENTLY ZIMMERMANN TOOK 
ON COMMUNIST FACTION (EPP-RINCON) IN JOURNALISTS GROUP WHICH HE 
ACCUSED OE ATTEMPTING TO MANIPULATE UNIEICATION TO COMMUNIST 
ADVANTAGE. 

4. ALTHOUGH ZIMMERMANN, WHO THREATENED TO RESIGN FRO HIS 
UNIFICATION EFFORT, HAS CONTINUED TO RECEIVE FORMAL ASSURANCES 
OF SUPPORT FROM NEWSMEN IN LL DAILIES AS WELL AS FROM MEDIA 
REPS, HIS FRENETIC ACTIVITY SEEMS TO HAVE FED HIM TO COMMIT 

A SERIOUS FAUX PAS. CONFRONTED BY COMMUNIST JOURNAEIST GROUP, 

WHICH ON ONE HAND ACCEDED TO HEAVY PRESSURE AND CALLED OFF 
ITS SEPARATE CONGRESS TO DISCUSS UNIFICATION BUT ON OTHER HAND 
CALLED UPON ZIMMERMANN TO ACKNOWEEDGE THAT "APRA AND IMPERIALISM" 
WERE PRINCIPAL ENEMIES OF THE REVOLUTION, ZIMMERMANN DECLARED 
THAT "MARXIST-LENISISTS ARE TACTICAL ALLIES OF THE 
REVOLUTION". 

5. THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENCY IMMEDIATELY DISASSOCIATED 
PRESIDENT VELASCO AND THE PRESIDENCY FROM ZIMMERMANN'S REMARKS 
DECLARING THAT HIS STATEMENTS HAD NOT BEEN CLEARED AND HE SPOKE 
ONLY FOR HIMSELF. ACCORDING TO LIMA RUMOR MILL, ZIMMERMANN 
SUBSEQUENTLY SUBMITTED HIS RESIGNATION AS PRESIDENTIAL PRESS 
SECRETARY. RUMOR CONTINUES TO ASSERT THAT ZIMMERMANN'S 
RESIGNATION HAS BEEN ACCEPTED BUT ANNOUNCEMENT OF IT DELAYED 
UNTIL SUCCESSOR PICKED AND CIRCUMSTANCES RIGHT. 

6. MEANWHILE FIRST OF NEWSPAPER DIRECTORS TO RESIGN (ALE MUST 
BEFORE JUEY 27) HAS BEEN ALBERTO RUIZ-ELDREDGE OF THE LEFTIST 
DAILY EXPRESO. ALTHOUGH HIS DEPARTURE FROM THE SCENE, IF 
INDEED HE IS GONE, COULD BE POLITICALLY SIGNIFICANT AND CAN ONLY 

BE SALUTARY FROM U.S. POINT OF VIEW (WE WERE A PRIME EXPRESO TARGET) 

MEANINGFUL ANALYSIS OF POLITICAL PREDILECTIONS OF PRESS MUST 
AWAIT JULY 27 CHANGES. 

DEAN 
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